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In Scotland, approximately 21% of all invasive 
Group A Streptococcus (iGAS) reports received 
through Public Health Scotland’s (PHS) national 
iGAS enhanced surveillance system indicated a 
risk factor of injecting drug use. 

This proportion has been increasing in recent 
years and may be linked to a rise in stimulant 
use. 

Source: Shooting Up: infections among people who inject drugs in the UK - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/shooting-up-infections-among-people-who-inject-drugs-in-the-uk


Drug-related Deaths in Scotland in 2022 | National Records of Scotland (nrscotland.gov.uk)
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Drug Related Deaths (Scotland) 2014-2022

82% opiates (combined) implicated

79% polysubstance 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/drug-related-deaths-in-scotland/2022
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Online World Drug Report 2023 - Latest data and trend analysis (unodc.org)

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wdr-2023-online-segment.html
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Cocaine transportation - seizure
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https://publichealthscotland.scot/publications/needle-exchange-surveillance-initiative-nesi/needle-exchange-surveillance-initiative-nesi/ 

Today

NESI

https://publichealthscotland.scot/publications/needle-exchange-surveillance-initiative-nesi/needle-exchange-surveillance-initiative-nesi/
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Injecting equipment provision in Scotland - 2022 to 2023 - Injecting equipment provision in Scotland - Publications - Public Health Scotland

Injecting Equipment Provision Distribution (Scotland) 

https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/publications/injecting-equipment-provision-in-scotland/injecting-equipment-provision-in-scotland-2022-to-2023/
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How are things at home? 

Does it feel like home or just a place you 
sleep? 





Are you using drugs on your own?

Are you in a place where you are safe, 
supported, warm, able to wash your hands/ 
body/ clothing? 



What Else Can We Do? 

• Wound Care 
• Safer Consumption Facilities
• Drug Checking Services 
• Inhalation devices/ Pipes for smoking 
• Psychosocial Interventions 
• Cocaine treatment options 



Learning Available 



Scottish Needle Exchange Workers Forum (SNEWF) 

We currently have over 100 members of the 
forum, meeting 4 times per year in a mixture of 
in person and online meetings, plus access to  
an MS Teams channel. 

We share and influence policy and good 
practice, discuss challenges or trends. 

We share the evidence base for harm 
reduction interventions and services and 
provide additional information via guest 
speakers. 

Peer support and relationship building across 
the country.





Lynn Couper 
Senior Training & Development Officer – 

Emergency Responses

lynnc@sdf.org.uk


