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• Injecting ‘away from home’ increasing

• Cocaine Injection > prevalence

• Public Health Issues:
▪ Discarded needles and paraphernalia
▪ Bodily fluids 
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I would be prepared to publish a statement of prosecution 
policy to the effect that it would not be in the public interest 
to prosecute users of that facility in terms of section 5(2) of 
the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 for simple possession offences 
committed within the confines of the facility. 

Dorothy Bain KC, Lord Advocate
11th September 2023
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• SoPP- No change to Misuse of Drugs Act 1971
• Near public injecting sites
• Co-located with other relevant services
• Community Engagement
• Independent Evaluation

Lord Advocate - September 2023
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What is a Safer Drug 
Consumption Facility?
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Image result for msic sydney logo
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Hygienic environments where illicit drugs - purchased off the premises 
- can be consumed under clinical supervision.

• Sterile injecting equipment

• Advice on injecting techniques

• Overdose assistance

• On-site health & social service

What is a SDCF?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_7o---K_ZAhWMuRQKHdPlAn4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.slideshare.net/binghamtim/sif1&psig=AOvVaw0CQVca2Weis1DXCTSW5Fqx&ust=1519059677473778
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Benefits of a SDCF?

Evidence elsewhere tells us that SDCFs;   

Service Users
• Engage people who use drugs in 

vicinity
• Reduce drug-related health harms 
• Reduce infectious disease transmission 
• Reduced risk of fatal overdose
• Increase access to treatment, care and 

support services
• Reduce stigma 

Communities and Society
• Reduce drug related litter/visible 

drug use
• Improve social amenity
• Are cost-effective- e.g. reductions in 

acute service usage
• Don’t have a “honeypot” effect
• No increase in crime within the 

vicinity
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https://youtu.be/m3tZPxKoqPM 

https://youtu.be/m3tZPxKoqPM


HARM REDUCTION SERVICES 

• Heroin Assisted Treatment
• Non-Fatal Overdose Response
• WAND (Wound Care, Assessment of Injecting 

Risk, Naloxone, Dry Blood Spot Testing)
• Specialist Inpatient Wards, Residential Crisis 

and Stabilisation Services
• Availability of same day treatment, choice of 

treatment, full range of harm reduction 
interventions, and trauma-informed psycho-
social supports

• Intelligence Hub

• SAFER DRUG CONSUMPTION FACILITY
• DRUG CHECKING SERVICE



• Service will be situated within Hunter Street Health and Care Centre.

• Operating hours of 9am to 9pm, 365 days a year.

• Service will be managed within the HSCP Alcohol & Drugs Partnership.

• Co-located with Drug Treatment, BBV, SRH and GP services.

• Ability for individuals to access the service anonymously.

• Removes previous proposal for inhalation rooms.

• Currently developing Drug Checking Service with Scottish Government, for the ability to test drugs prior 
to injecting. *This is not a pre-requisite for individuals to access our service. 

Glasgow SDCF
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Staffing Model:
• Operational Manager 

• Nurse Team Leader & Social Work Team Leader 

• Admin Staff
• Clinical Nurse Specialists & Addiction Nurses & Health Care Support Workers
• Social Workers & Harm Reduction Workers
• Clinical Psychology
• Medical Clinical Lead

• Co-located- EDTS / CNS / GP Services / BBV / SRH / Acute
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Glasgow SDCF
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Existing EDTS Setup – Hunter Street
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Further Information
HSCP SDCF Webpage- www.glasgowcity.hscp.scot/sdcf  FAQ Document 

https://youtu.be/DDrjQNX5-Jw

http://www.glasgowcity.hscp.scot/sdcf
https://youtu.be/DDrjQNX5-Jw


Thank You

www.glasgowcity.hscp.scot/sdcf 
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http://www.glasgowcity.hscp.scot/sdcf
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