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Drug Misuse Deaths in Scotland in 2023

Drug misuse deaths increased in 2023. This follows a large decrease in the 

previous year.

Drug misuse deaths, 1996 to 2023

Change relative to 2022

2023 drug misuse death rate

age standardised, per 100,000

1,172

12%

22.4

2023 drug misuse deaths

69% 
Males

31% 
Females

Average age

45 years

2022: 66% 2022: 34%

2022: 45 years

Source: National Records of Scotland



What are the risks 

Opiates/opioids 
implicated

Benzodiazepines 
implicated

Cocaine 
implicated

More than one 
substance 
implicated 

2021: 79%

2022: 82%

2022: 57%

2022: 35%

81%

80%

58%

41%

People in the most deprived areas 

15.3 times as likely to die 
from drug misuse as those in the 
least deprived areas.

Age-standardised drug 

misuse mortality rate per  

100,000 population. 2019-

2023. Shetland and Orkney 

not shown. 

Detections of nitazenes and xylazine are increasing in 

Scotland, often in samples sold as heroin and bromazolam 

Source: National Records of Scotland and Public Health Scotland
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National Mission: Our approach 
Additional £250m for lifetime of this parliament

• Harm Reduction: focusing on harm reduction and 
preventing fatal overdose.

• Improving Treatment: through the introduction of 
Medication Assisted Treatment Standards and 
complementary treatment target and widening access 
to residential rehab.

• Workforce and culture: taking a rights-based 
approach to reduce stigma and support staff

• Holistic support: cross cutting and reliant on delivery 
of priorities beyond the scope of the drugs policy 
division.



Delivery: Harm Reduction
Two-fold increase in the distribution of 
Naloxone

• Major media / PR campaign

• New routes – click and deliver and peer supply

• Emergency service initiatives including police 
carriage

• Over 100k kits distributed

Working within the existing legislative framework

• Safer Drug Consumption Rooms  Following Lord 
Advocates response Glasgow service due to be 
operational in summer

• Drug Checking – license application being 
developed for submission Home Office

• Heroin Assisted Treatment – one licenced site in 
Glasgow

Non-Fatal overdose pathways

NFO Pathways have been introduced or improved 
across the country.

Glasgow Overdose Response Team (GORT) 
launched September 2021 and proved successful 
in providing life-saving links to services.



Delivery: Improving Treatment
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) 
Standards: Published May 2021
Ten evidence-based standards to enable 
consistent delivery of safe, accessible, high-
quality drug treatment across Scotland.

Residential Rehab: 
Target to increase the number of statutory 
funded residential rehab placements to 1,000 
a year by 2026.



Delivery: Whole systems 

Addressing 
Stigma and 

culture change

Prevention and 
early 

intervention 

Co-occurring 
mental health 
and substance 

use

Public health 
Approach to 

Justice 

Ending 
homelessness

A whole family 
approach

Primary care 
and the wider 
health system 

Cross-Government response 
to the Taskforce
Over 80 actions from 
across government to address 
complex needs. Supported by 
spending commitment of £68m

National 
Collaborative: a 
Human Rights 
Based Approach
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On-Going Priorities

National Specification 
for drug & alcohol 

services
Prevention
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Phase 1:

Foundations

Phase 2:

Delivery

Phase 3:

Sustainability

Year 1 Year 4Year 2 Year 3 Year 5 onwards

We are here

National Mission Programme



Contact:
Alison.Byrne@gov.scot
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