


What is Buzz?

• Independent peer-led magazine

• Storytelling, tips and resources, harm 
reduction focus

• Distributed among living experience 
networks, services and beyond



                   Why?

'WE WANT TO HELP OUR PEERS KEEP THEMSELVES SAFER WHILE PUSHING FOR 
CHANGE IN SCOTLAND’S DRUG POLICY, SERVICES AND CULTURE.'

• Push back against sensationalised 
reporting on drug-related issues

• Challenge stigma

• Speak up about discrimination

• Amplify peer voices and help them 
build new skills



            Peer editorial board

• Assembled from across Scotland to keep 
it nationally relevant

• Regularly meet to plan mag content, 
review and edit pages, direct design

• Conducting interviews, writing stories, 
researching & newsgathering in 
communities







 Challenges

• Making sure storytelling is honest 
while protecting peers too

• Building trust between community 
and magazine

• Ever-changing drug trends and 
national picture





              Looking forward

• Plans in progress for NPA qualification in 
journalism

• Evolving mag: more stories from the 
ground, more humour, widening 
distribution

• Multimedia presence: podcasts, social 
and more

  buzz.scot
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