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WHY THE MEDIA MATTERS



RESEARCH OVERVIEW

Media Articles → Thematic Analysis → Codes, Themes & Patterns 

Media Articles → Critical Discourse Analysis → Language & Power



WHAT THE MEDIA SAID

Three main themes emerged:

1. Criminality & Moral Blame 2. Dehumanising Language

3. Silenced Voices

“'Europe's drugs capital', with alleyways, car 
parks and bin stores taken over by 

hollow-eyed junkies.”

“crack cocaine sparking wave of horror 
in UK drug capital where dealers hack off LEGS 

in sick feuds.”

“Minister Warns on 
Rising Drug Deaths”



WHY THIS MATTERS



HOW POWER WORKS



SIGNS OF CHANGE



WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE



PRACTICAL STEPS FORWARD

Some steps we can take:

• Challenge harmful reporting - through complaints, media 
literacy, and public & political pressure.

• Embed media education - in schools, youth work, and recovery 
programmes, so the next generation can question what they’re 
being told and why.

• Fund grassroots and recovery-led media - because stories 
told by those closest to the issue carry real power.

• Support and platform lived experience - in media, policy, and 
public & political spaces.



FINAL WORDS OF REFLECTION
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