Reforming UK
Drug Policy:

Niamh Eastwood Advocacy and
Executive Director Decriminalisation

Drugs, The Law & Your Rights



Naomi Burke Shyne
Former Director of Harm Reduction International
Harm reductionist & human rights advocate




Drugs, The Law & Your Rights [ALKING

DRUGS

www.talkingdrugs.org
A

Harm Reduction Community
Hub Legal Services

Rights
Equity
Justice

Policy Drug treatment
(International & advocacy
Domestic)

National
Helpline



Tentacles of Prohibition and using a rights-based
approach

Drugs, The Law & Your Rights



Read it in DDN A new policy to withdraw
diamorphine treatment became a
fight for survival, hears DDN

Judicially
reviewing
bad/ unlawful
decisions

PUSHED

TO THE

BRIN




UK drug
policy reform

Drugs, The Law & Your Rights



w‘ Enough defay<: No more deaths! es
teed safer deug use SP™
The i -

L g
5 15 0 wioon e

THE LOOP




Local action does
create change

Local/ Legal UK Government
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ENDING THE
CRIMINALISATION
OF PEOPLE WHO
USE DRUGS
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Criminalisation undermines rights & dignity

Creates health risks including increased overdose
Creates barriers to services (not just treatment)
Creates barriers to education and employment

Leads to family separation

Allows for the policing of poverty & systemic
racisim
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12 March 2025

United Nations Ec.1268ricon SN I 6
g@} Economic and Social Council v Genenl

Original: English

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Concluding observations on the seventh periodic report of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland*

L. The Committee considered the seventh periodic report of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ircland' at its cighth and ninth mectings.? held on 13 and a
14 February 2025, and adopted the p concluding obscrvations at its thirticth mecting, =)
held on 28 February 2025, E :

Building

United Nations CERD casriconsze
International Convention on Distr.: General

the Elimination of All Forms 34 Scptember 2009

of Racial Discrimination Original: English

I o | C i on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Concluding observations on the combined twenty-fourth to
twenty-sixth periodic reports of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland*

B The Commitice considered the combined twenty-fourth to twenty-sixth periodic
reports of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northemn Ircland.' submitted in one

document, at its 3091st and 3092nd mectings,” held on 13 and 14 August 2024, At its
r e O r m 31015t mecting, held on 20 August 2024, it adopted the present concluding observations.

Plaid Cymru

Party of Wales
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DRUG POSSESSION Helease
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