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Setting the Scene - Glasgow

• Injecting ‘away from home’ increasing.

• Cocaine injecting > increased 
prevalence.

• Public Health Issues:

▪ Discarded needles and 

paraphernalia
▪ Bodily fluids 

2018

INITIAL 
SDCF 

PROPOSAL

2025

EDTS
OPENS

2016 20172015 2020

NATIONAL 
MISSION 

ON DRUGS

The 
Thistle



DRD Trends in Glasgow City



What has changed? 

September 2023 - New Lord Advocate offered the possibility of a

   Statement of Prosecution Policy (SoPP)

 No change to the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.

➢ Location near public injecting sites

➢ Co-located with other relevant services

➢ Community Engagement

➢ Independent Evaluation

The Legal Framework



• A three-year pilot which opened on 13/01/2025; operating between the hours of 9am-9pm, 365 

days a year situated within Hunter Street Health and Care Centre.

• Service co-located with Drug Treatment, Blood-Borne Virus, Sexual Reproductive Health, 

Housing Support and GP services.

• A fully integrated staff team, of all grades and disciplines including Medical, Nursing, Social Work, 

Harm Reduction Workers and Psychology roles. 

• Outreach Model 

• Ability for people to access the service confidentially.

• An application to run a drug-checking service pilot in Glasgow has been submitted to the UK 

Government Home Office. 

• Previous proposal for an inhalation room removed.

The Thistle
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Service Data



• Living Experience Involvement – Service User Forum / Reference 
Groups

• Access for Women

• Trauma Informed Approaches 

• Changing Drug Trends – Drugs / Method of Use / Hours

• Need for an Inhalation Space + Drug Checking Service 

• Limitations of Legal Framework – Sharing / Tourniquets 

• Community Engagement – Forum / Messaging 

• Police Liaison

• International Collaboration

Learning







The Thistle – Service Point of View Video:

The Thistle - Safer Drug Consumption Room

 

Glasgow City HSCP Service Video:

Safer Drug Consumption Facility

Community Engagement Forum

Service Open Visits

HSCP SDCF Webpage- 

www.glasgowcity.hscp.scot/sdcf  

Public Engagement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zb51mNyt2v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zb51mNyt2v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zb51mNyt2v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDrjQNX5-Jw
http://www.glasgowcity.hscp.scot/sdcf
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