
THE
SCOTTISH
NEEDLE
EXCHANGE
WORKERS'
FORUM

SNEWF

Initially established in 1990 and
hosted by Scottish Drugs Forum,
the Scottish Needle Exchange
Workers Forum (SNEWF) exists to
support the improvement of harm
reduction services and specifically
Injecting Equipment Provision (IEP)
services.   

Membership is free, providing
capacity to the sector by providing
a place for workers to meet,
providing information exchange,
support, capacity building and
space for consultation. 

The Forum meets 4 times a year,
minutes are sent out following each
forum to all members and a yearly
report will be completed.

The venues for the meetings will be
discussed in advance, the meetings
can be held anywhere in Scotland
and, where possible, are held with a
hybrid option available to allow all
members the opportunity to attend. 

Individuals from all over Scotland
who manage or work in forward
facing Injecting Equipment
Provsion.

The Forum is facilitated by SDF however, content and areas of discussion are always member led.

If you would like more information on SNWF, and/or would like to take part, please contact us on:
workforcedevelopment@sdf.org.uk



The purpose of the forum is for practitioners who currently deliver or manage
frontline injecting equipment services and evidence-based harm reduction
services to: 

 

 

SNEWF
WHY WE GATHER

Build relationships and get support from your peers across Scotland 

Share ideas about initiatives that have worked well within services 

Discuss any challenges to service provision 

Discuss any new developments in the field and share the evidence base for harm
reduction services including (but not limited to) practice, interventions, equipment
and paraphernalia 

Share and discuss local and national drug trends related to: 

Potential changes in drug supply

Changes to methods people report to be using drugs, particularly where these may
have an impact on injecting equipment supplies and harm reduction services. 

To raise awareness of specialised training/workshops available and hear guest
speakers on pre-arranged topics 

To get a national picture of what is happening on the ground and to report
appropriate information to various ‘lead’ groups such like the Sexual Health & Blood
Borne Virus prevention leads or local and national Drug Related Harms groups 

Influence future policy development and review across Scotland 


